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The US and the World Wars
World War 1 began in 1914. At this time the US had adopted the neutrality stand on international affairs. This stand could be attributed to the fact that at the time there was no vital interest at stake. Furthermore, the US was home to some immigrants from countries at war with each other, and President Woodrow Wilson wanted to avoid this becoming a divisive issue. It is worth noting that the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and his wife, Sophie in Sarajevo by a Bosnian Serb nationalist was the immediate cause of the First World War (Chang, I. 2014).   Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. Russia, Britain, France, Belgium, and Serbia had sided against Austria- Hungary, and Germany.
A German submarine sank the British ocean liner Lusitania on May 7, 1915. The sinking led to the death of nearly 1200 innocent people, among the fatalities were 128 Americans. This action strained diplomatic relations between the US and Germany also it made the public opinion in the US to be against Germany (Keegan, J. 2014).  The occurrence made some Americans disagree with the nonintervention policy adopted by President Woodrow Wilson.
The Zimmerman telegram also prompted the US to get involved in the war. The British had intercepted and deciphered an encrypted message from German foreign minister Arthur Zimmerman to the German minister to Mexico. The telegram had proposed an alliance between Germany and Mexico which is America’s southern neighbor. This alliance was supposed to occur if America joins the war on the side of the Allies. According to the telegram, the Germans would support Mexico in their quest to regain the control of territories they had lost in the Mexican-American War; the states were Texas and Arizona (Russet, B. M. 2018).  When the British gave president Woodrow the telegram, the US media reported on its existence on March 1. The American public was outraged by these new unfolding; this leads to the US considering joining the war. 
The Americans had a vested financial interest in the outcome of the war in Europe. Major American businesses and banks had extended considerable loans to the allies. If the Allies did not win the war the possibility of Americans losing their money was high. Thus they considered joining the battle to safeguard their interests (Hart, B. L. 2015).
During World War 2 the United States had still taken a neutral stand in international affairs. But on December 7, 1941, the US was forced to enter the war after the Japanese continued with their aggressive acts an attacked Pearl Harbor. By then, Pearl Harbor was a territory of Hawaii. The Japanese had a campaign of seizing lands around them to get access to more natural resources and not have to rely on getting supplies from the US. They had a plan of taking the oil-rich Dutch East-Indies and British Malaya; this way they could be assured of an infinite amount of natural resources (Hart, B. L. 2015).
When Japan also invaded China and took control of Manchuria the country of China was economically depressed. Japan, Italy, and German formed in 1941 a Tripartite Pact, with the aim of working together to create a new world order. In response to this, the US began to funnel funds and equipment to the embattled china (Russet, B. M. 2018).  The aid was covered through the Lend-Lease Act which was used by the US to assist friends and allies without getting involved directly to the war. This move agitated Japan. In line with the Tripartite agreement, Germany and Italy declared war on the US this left the US with no other option but to enter the war.
The US could not have avoided being party to the wars as it already had an interest in the outcome of the war. For instance, the considerable investment that the US had in Europe would be washed away if they did not support their allies. The United States was right to get involved in the wars especially the Second World War which helped to check the expansion of dictators such as Hitler and Benito Mussolini.
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